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News From The Top 

 O n May 1st weekend Fay and I at-
tended the OCP (Officers Certifica-

tion Program) in Ottawa.  We met a lot of 
great GWRRA members from other chapters 
and gained valuable information about the 
administration of GWRRA.  We learned that a 
chapter meeting is a chapter  gathering, the 
50/50 is now Share the Wealth and the duties 
of the Chapter Officers. 
 Sunday’s gathering was attended by very 
special guests Barry and Carolyn Heinmiller 
from Chapter C.   Barry and Carolyn are Re-
gion Couple of the Year and will be participat-
ing at the COY competition at Wing Ding on 
June 29th.  Those who are attending Wing 
Ding please give them all the support you 
can .  Barry and Carolyn are also hosting a pie 
and ice cream day on their farm on June 12th 
at Palmerston with their Chapter Breakfast 
being held the next morning .  Anyone who 
would like to attend is welcome. 
 Other special  guests  that attended were 
Terry and Marina Christoff from Chapter E  
Kitchener.  Terry and Marina are hosting a 
Fun Run on May 30th.  The proceeds of the 
Fun Run go towards running their chapter. 
 The Chapter Challenge will be completed 
on May 31st.  If you would still like to give Tim 
Cards this week contact us at 613-399-2066 
or email us.  So far the Chapter has collected 
48 cards.  Great Job Everyone!!! 
 Paul and Sheila were presented with a 

picture of their bike needle pointed by 
Sharon.  They were really surprised.  Thanks 
Paul and Sheila for three years of hard work 
and dedication.  We now know what it is all 
about. 
 Dave and Barb Pattison were presented 
with Couple of Year material so they can have 
some good memories of their time as Chapter 
COY’s. 
 Congratulations to Linda and Dave Law-
rence for winning the Share the Wealth for 
this month. 
 Anyone who is going to Rendezvous, a 
group will be meeting at 9:00am at the Ten 
Acre Truck Stop for breakfast and continue 
onto Rendezvous.  The date is July 22nd.  Mike 
Drake is leading the ride.  If you need more 
information contact Mike. 
 Be Safe and have some Great Rides. 
 
 

Don & Fay Hicks 

Don 

Editor’s Note 

Due to holidays and Wing Ding, June’s edition of the newsletter will not be published 

until mid July. 
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Hi Everyone, 
 

 I  would like to thank our facilita-
tors, Greg Sznajdruk from Chap-

ter K and Dave Pattison for putting on 
the PLP (parking lot practice on May 15. 
A fun time was had by all who attended. 
 We have someone to put on our 
trailering course on June 12.  We have 5 
people signed up to participate and have 
room for a couple more if anyone is in-
terested.  The cost is 35 dollars and the 
course goes rain or shine.   Let me know 
either by phone 613-475-1380 or email 
me at sandhcraven@hotmail.com .   I 
also have copies of the cornering prac-
tice guide I will be bringing to the next 
meeting for those who would like one.    
Age Does Matter ! 
 At a recent GWRRA trailering course, 
before allowing the members to use the 
course, the instructors had everyone 
attending check their motorcycles, trail-
ers and helmets for safety.  One of the 
things they checked for was that the 
helmets should not be over 7 years old.  
It was quite a surprise to a member 
when he found out that the new helmet 
he had purchased only a month before 
on sale was actually over 7 years old and 
no longer suitable for use.  The helmet 
has since been returned to the dealer 
who sold it. 
 All DOT approved helmets must in-
clude a date of manufacture on them.  It 
might be a label on the chin strap or you 
might have to carefully peel back the 
cloth liner of the helmet and look for a 
label or a date stamp on the styrofoam.   
 The industry recommendation is that 
a helmet should be replaced after a 
maximum of 5 years of use or after 7 
years from the date of manufacture – 
which ever occurs first.   Even an old hel-
met that appears to be brand new may 
have deterioration, due to many factors, 
that can affect it’s ability to properly 

protect you in the event of an accident. 
 Patrick Houlihan, a representative 
from Shoei Helmets (Tustin, CA) had this 
explanation; “A helmet should be re-
placed 5 years from date of purchase or 
7 years from date of manufacture, 
whichever comes first. This replacement 
recommendation is based on a consen-
sus by both the helmet manufacturers 
and safety standards. Glues, resins and 
other materials used in helmet produc-
tion can affect liner materials. Hair oils, 
body fluids and cosmetics, as well as 
normal "wear and tear" all contribute to 
helmet degradation. Petroleum based 
products present in; cleaners, paints, 
fuels and other commonly encountered 
materials may also degrade materials 
used in many helmets possibly degrading 
performance. Additionally, experience 
indicates there will be a noticeable im-
provement in the protective characteris-
tic of helmets over a five-year period due 
to advances in materials, designs, pro-
duction methods and the standards. 
Thus, the recommendation for five-year 
helmet replacement is a judgment call 
stemming from a prudent safety philoso-
phy.” 
 Gordon Murphy, GWRRA National 
Director - Rider Education – Canada had 
this to say ; “The Canada Safety Council 
in Canada and the Motorcycle Safety 
Foundation in the US  (I have been a CSC 
Senior Instructor for 7 years) teaches 
that helmets should be replaced be-
tween 5 and 7 years, depending on 
whether or not the helmet has been 
dropped or not.  The experts tell us that 
the foam breaks down after that period, 
due to the natural oils in our head, 
sunlight and the normal aging process.  
While there may not be any visible sign 
to the naked eyes, that doesn't change 
this process.  Therefore, the helmet will 
have lost its optimum protective quali-
ties and leave the person vulnerable in 

the event of an impact with the pave-
ment or other surface…..  My strong ad-
vice for anyone is that they always check 
the date on a helmet before they pur-
chase it.  Even if it was never worn, the 
foam naturally breaks down, becomes 
more brittle and less absorbent during 
the space of 5 to 7 years.” 
 Before you head out for your next 
ride please take a minute to check the 
manufacture date on your helmet.  Is it 
within the recommended date ranges ?  
The next time you are out shopping for a 
new helmet, especially at shows and 
sales, check the manufacture date be-
fore you buy it.   
 On a similar note tires are another 
critical part of our motorcycle for which 
age does matter.  Even a new tire pur-
chased at a dealership can be several 
years old rather than a fresh new one 
and that age can affect it’s safe perform-
ance and life.   Check the date of the tire 
before you buy it to make sure you are 
getting a fresh one! 
 You can determine the date of manu-
facturer as follows; “The manufacture 
date is in a code printed on the sidewall. 
It will be the last four digits (for tires 
made in the year 2000 or later) in a 
string of letters and numbers starting 
with DOT. The first two digits are the 
week of manufacture, and the last two 
digits are the year of manufacture. For 
example, if it says DOT817AD472200, 
look at the last four digits. 2200 means 
that your tire was made in the 22nd 
week of the year 2000. Tires manufac-
tured prior to the year 2000 will have a 
three-digit code. For example, 
DOT733AC297, means (looking at the 
last 3 digits 297) that your tire was made 
the 29th week of 1997.” 
 
Rick McCalla 
Region Educator 
Region K ‘Central Canada’ 

Harold Craven 

mailto:sandhcraven@hotmail.com
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 O n behalf of the Drake family, I would like to thank everyone that attended the visita-
tion and funeral last week for my dad, Wayne Drake. 

And a BIG thank you to Paul Haller and Terry Archbold for looking after getting the honour 
guard together. And thank you to everyone who was in the Honour Guard! 
I know a lot of people were commenting on that and how impressive it was! They thought dad 
was a "winger". 
Thank you one and all for your support! 

Mike Drake  and Family 

Sharon Craven 

 R endezvous 2010 is creeping up on us and we still have 
to collect fun and enticing things for our Chapter 

Challenge Basket. Our theme is a picnic but bring what ever you 
want. Home made things are most welcome and anything that 
you think might entice people to buy tickets for our basket. 
Don’t forget we collect half of the value of the tickets sold on 
our basket which is turned over to our chapter. We have just 
one more meeting, June 27th to hand in our donations to Judy 
and Andrea. Rendezvous is on July 22nd to the 24th.  
 What a night we had on Friday evening. Andrea’s 60th. birth-
day party was a smashing success. We sang 60 candles to her 
composed by our own ACD’s the Pattison’s. We were awful and 
I think we need to keep our day jobs, but we love you Andrea. 
She had most of the chapter out to celebrate her life. Friends 
from Chapter M made the journey plus family and some travel-
ling across Canada and the Atlantic, the Shoppers Drug Mart 
gang and her dear friends from the Relay for Life. We all wish 
you a long and healthy life Andrea. Al did a great job of putting 
the event together, the hall was beautiful, the food was great 
especially the deserts. I’m thinking we should put him on the 
Social Committee, just joking Al. 
 Our Wednesday night dinner at The Golden House in Frank-
ford had 24 members participating. The food as always was 
fresh and plenty of it. We did notice though that the local OPP’s 
have found our little gem, oh well there goes the neighbor-
hood. 
 Our next event is Wednesday June 16th which happens to be 
Dave Pattison’s 54th birthday, and at Dave’s request we will be 
booking The Boat House with the special “all you and eat crab” 
on Wednesday nights. Hope we see all of you out for a fun eve-
ning.  
 On Saturday June 19th some of our members signed up for 
the Full Monte at 9:00PM and dinner at Tucson Flats, reserva-

tions for 6.30PM. 
 On Saturday June 19th we also have Vibeke Brooks Birthday 
celebration being held at South Fredericksberg Hall, 2478 
County Road # 8 RR#2, Napanee. Celebrations run from 7:30PM 
to 1:00AM. There will be dancing and food. Best wishes only 
please. Jack asks that you call him or email him. He needs a 
head count for the caterers. We are on our own for drinks. 
Please call him at 613-354-8111 or email him  
jackmead11@gmail.com 
  If you have not turned in your Tim Cards for share a cup 
with a brave Canuck call Fay and arrange to turn them in ASAP. 
 One last item, for those of you who have Wednesday’s free, 
the Hooky Rides are fun and start out from Tim Horton’s on Bell 
Blvd. at 10:00AM. The ride includes lunch somewhere on the 
ride. We had Paul Whattam lead a ride up to Westport where 
we had lunch and then made our way home. So come join the 
fun. Terry Archbold is putting together a really great riding 
schedule. 
June 7th to 12th Americade (Lake George) 
June 16th Wednesday night dinner (The Boat House) 6:30PM 
June 19th Saturday night dinner at Tucson Flats 6:30PM, Full 
Monte at 9:00PM 
June 19th Saturday night Vibeke’s Brooks birthday 7:30PM 
South Fredericksburg Hall Napanee 
June 27th Sunday Breakfast at Northway Restaurant 9:00AM 
June 30th to July 03rd Wing Ding 

 
If you have an idea that you think the Chapter might like to do 

let myself, Don or Fay know by email or phone. 
 
 

Sharon 

mailto:jackmead11@gmail.com
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 M orning in Potters Mills. The 
smell of wood smoke filters 

through the screen of the tent flap even 
before the sun lights the tops of the 
pines. The creaking door of the bath-
house echoes softly across the camp-
ground as early risers start the day with 
the morning pilgrimage. People trudge 
sleepily past our plot, towels over the 
shoulder, shaving kits and toothpaste in 
hand. Muffled greetings here and there 
as another vacation day takes shape. 
 Doris is still trying out the shower 
while I pull the pegs out and the tent 
collapses slowly into itself. In a few min-
utes it is a seven inch diameter bundle 
in the back of the bike. I hate to create 
noise in such a setting, but the air mat-
tresses need to be deflated, so I hook 
the electric air pump to the battery and 
suck the air out. In a minute they are 
the size of a Belleville phone book and 
stowed under the tent. By the time 
Doris gets back the site is bare and I am 
wiping the dew and a few bugs off the 
bike. There are very few bugs in Penn-
sylvania, so this is a short job. It is nice 
to camp out without mosquitoes. After 
yesterdays long and tiresome ride we 
plan to enjoy this day to the fullest, no 
more freeway, no heavy traffic. 
 We leave the campground and head 
southwest, the rising sun casting our 
shadow on the banks as we pick the 
least traveled roads toward Maryland. 
The countryside here is valley farmland 
interspersed with forested mountain 
ridges. 
 Just outside of State College we stop 
for breakfast and then spend the next 
four hours covering a mere hundred 
miles to Bedford. This is ok, for Bedford 
is a great place to stop for lunch. A 
really pleasant town to visit, lots of his-
tory, and a "pioneer village" well worth 
seeing. I just love the old field gun in 

front of the town hall. The bank looks 
like the Parthenon. After lunch we leave 
town by the old highway, cruising slowly 
past the Bedford Springs Hotel, once a 
magnificent resort for the rich, with a 
hundred employees. It is now closed, 
parts of it being renovated for a possible 
re- opening. 
 The mountain range gets bigger 
south of Bedford, and we are soon 
trapped between Evitts Mountain on 
our left, and Willis Mountain on our 
right. Off to our right is rte. 220, which 
leads to Cumberland, MD but we man-
age to stay on smaller roads for some 
time, avoiding the truck route. At last 
we are forced onto the highway as the 
mountains get closer together. Stopping 
for gas I look at the map trying to find a 
route west, hoping to avoid Cumber-
land, but there is no way over Willis 
mountain, which towers above us. 
There is no choice but to head into the 
city. Cumberland is on the north side of 
a loop of the Potomac river, and has a 
very complicated street layout. I have 
been lost here before. 
 Suddenly, in the north end of the 
city, I spot a sign for rt. 40 west, and 
hang a right. Somehow I manage to fol-
low the maze of streets till we clear the 
city, to find ourselves cruising through a 
countryside of enormous hills where we 
can see for miles. Off to the south, 
lower into the valley We can see the 
interstate, but here we are almost 
alone. I kick the gearshift into the dead 
spot between 4th and 5th, shut off the 
engine and coast down a hill that runs 
for about three miles. The only sound is 
the wind and the buzz of the tires. The 
day is winding down, and we are defi-
nitely in vacation mode. An early stop 
and a steak supper would top off a per-
fect day. As the sun begins to level in 
the west we turn down rte. 219 toward 

New Germany. The map shows a camp-
ground there. We note a nice looking 
restaurant as we turn off, anticipating 
supper. Twenty minutes later we are 
setting up the tent. The lot is near con-
crete, and I bend a few pegs trying to 
pound them in. Some I have to tie to 
rocks, and the picnic table. Half an hour 
after that we are back at the restaurant, 
with a medium rare steak on the grill. 
 The sun is taking a serious dive into 
the mountains as we head back to the 
campground. We are out in the boon-
docks here, no big towns for miles, an 
endless view of rolling farm fields re-
cently mown. I drop Doris off at the tent 
and go back to the office store for a cou-
ple of drinks to end the day. Our tent-
site is a few feet below the road grade, 
and as I approach the entrance I see 
that I can drive down the bank and 
leave the bike facing outward for morn-
ing. I am half way down the slope when 
I notice that it has rained recently, and 
at the edge of the site there is a nearly 
dry puddle of clay mud. I have two 
choices: drive through the tent or hit 
the brakes, and the brakes alone will not 
prevent me from driving through the 
tent. Only the foot-pegs and crash bar 
will do that. 
 The couple from the site across the 
road run over to help me get the bike 
back up. They are travelling on a Virago 
and know the feeling. The bike is not 
hurt, only my pride. 
 First time down this year. At least it 
was an effective way to strike up a con-
versation with strangers. We all sit on 
the picnic table and chat for an hour 
about our various travels. They even 
take our picture. 
 

Bob 

Bob Hagarman 
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June 2010 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 
Hooky ride 

(Harold Craven) 

3 
Thurs night ride 

4 5 
Highway of Hero’s ride 

6 
Old Stone Mill ride 

(Terry Archbold) 

7 
 

8 9 
Hooky ride 
Westport 

(Al Randall) 

10 
Thurs night ride 

11 12 
 

13 
   Alternate ride 
  Ch-C Breakfast 

(Dave Pattison) 

14 15 16 
OPP Museum 

(Paul Haller) 

17 
Thurs night ride 

18 19 

20  
 

21 22 23 
Hooky ride 

24 
Thurs night ride 

25 
Ride for Sight 
 

26 

  27 
Mtg & ride 9:00 AM 

(Harold Craven) 

28 29 30 
Hooky ride 
 

   

Hello everyone, 
 
Just a note about some rides in July that I have set up.  
 
Sunday July 11th I will be going to the "2 Story Privy" in Smiths Falls. If you are interested in going, 
please contact me by email mkddrake@gmail.com or phone (613) 969-1519 as I need to know num-
bers as I must contact the museum with this info by the end of our meeting in June. The cost is $3.50 
per person and this is about an hour. Refreshments will be available for us when we arrive. 
 
Thursday July 22nd is the trip to Rendezvous, we will meet at the 10 Acre truck Stop for 9:00AM for 
breakfast and ride up as a Chapter. Please let me know if you are planning to attend. 
 
Mike Drake 

Alternate rides have now been rescheduled to de-

part at 10:00AM unless otherwise posted! 

For a complete Ride Schedule visit http://on-q.cyclesurf.com/events.html 
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GL1800 Hartco custom seat in grey cloth and black vinyl. Has an 
adjustable/removable driver backrest that leans forward for easier 
mounting and dismounting and features a detachable storage 
pouch on back. Comes with a padded cover for pas-
senger backrest and waterproof rain covers. Asking 
price $300.00. Contact Dave at  
lawrence.da@sympatico.ca or (613) 398-1938. 

If you need a heavy duty battery, I found  that this YUASA battery (PN YTX20HL-BS) is a heavy duty 310 cranking amp battery vs the 

original equipment 1800 Goldwing battery at 270  cold cranking amps. It is the same physical size as the original equipment Gold-

wing battery for 1800s. This battery would be good for you Wing riders who have extra lights on your bikes. 
 

GP Bikes in Ajax has good prices for tires to fit all Goldwings. It might be worth a phone call. 905-428-8983 or 866-475-7111. They 

are located at 156 Harwood Ave S, Ajax, ON L1S 2H6. www.gpbikes.com 
 

Bruce Anthony 

1983 Goldwing Interstate 1100 
Excellent shape, chrome, lights and lots of extras. 

 
 Heel toe shifter    Airwings 
 Driver and passenger floorboards  Full cover 
 Half cover    Tall windshield 
 2004 Sarasota colour matched trailer with  spare tire and cover 
 Plus lots more 
 

$5,500.00 FIRM Call Gary Teno at (613) 476-6701 

Set of GL 1800 Saddlebag Tail lights 2001—2005 style $50.00. Contact Dave at  

lawrence.da@sympatico.ca or (613) 398-1938. 
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Editorial Policy 
This newsletter invites everyone to submit letters or recommendations to the editor. Each should bear the name 
of the writer. We reserve the right to publish or not.  Letters may be edited for the purpose of brevity, clarity or 
legality only. Opinions expressed herein do not necessarily reflect the opinions of GWRRA, its officers or its 
members. Submitted materials become the property of GWRRA Chapter ON-Q. 

ON-Q “Quinte Wings” is a chapter of the 
Gold Wing Road Riders Association 
(GWRRA) Region “K” Central Canada. We 
are located in Belleville, Ontario with our 

members from in and around the surrounding area.     

 We gather every 4th Sunday of the month at the 
Northway Restaurant (205 North Front  Street, Belleville) 
for breakfast at 9:00 AM. Our meeting starts approxi-
mately 9:30 AM followed by a ride afterwards (Apr - Oct, 
weather permitting). 

  During the warmer months, we also meet at Tim Hor-
ton’s on Bell Blvd (next to Reid's Dairy) at 10:00 AM every 
Wednesday for a Hooky Ride (21 Apr - 27 Oct), and again 
at 7:00 PM every Thursday for an evening ride (Apr - 
Oct), weather permitting. 

 We cordially invite you to participate in our gatherings 
and/or rides. 


